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in most of the coast districts there is a suf-
ficiency of moisture, but in the interior the heat
and drought are extreme. Considerable por-
tions devoted to pasturage are liable at times
to suffer from drought. At Melbourne the
mean temperature is about 58° F., at Sydney
about 63° F. The southeastern settled dis-
tricts are at times subject to excessively hot
winds from the interior, which cause great dis-
comfort and are often followed by violent cold
winds from the south. In the mountainous
and more temperate parts snow-storms are
common in winter (June, July and August).
Vegetation. The Australian flora presents
peculiarities which mark it off: by itself in a
very decided manner. Many of the most
striking features have an unmistakable rela-
tion to the general dryness of the climate.
The trees and bushes have for the most part
a scant foliage, presenting little surface for
evaporation, or thick leathery leaves well
fitted to retain moisture.
The most widely spread types of Austra-
lian vegetation are the various kinds of gum-
tree, the easuerina, the acacia or wattle, the
grass-tree, many varieties of other trees and
a great number of ferns and tree ferns. Of
the gum-tree there are found upward of 150
species, many of which are of great value.
Individual specimens of the eucalyptus have
been found to measure from 480 to 500 feet
in height As timber trees, the most valuable
member of this genus is the red-gum, the
timber of which is hard, dense and almost
indestructible. A number of the gum-trees
have deciduous bark. The wattle or acacia
includes about 300 species, some of them of
considerable economic value, yielding good
timber or bark for tanning.
The most beautiful and most useful is that
known as the golden wattle, which in spring
is adorned with rich masses of fragrant yellow1
blossom. Palms—of which there are twenty-
four species, all except the cocoa palm pecul-
iar to Australia—are confined to the south
and east coasts. Among the so-called
"scrubs/' thickets of densely inter-twisted
bushes occupy extensive areas. The mallee
scrub is formed by a species of dwarf euca-
lyptus, the naulga scrub by a species of thorny
acacia. A plant which covers large areas in
the arid regions is the spinifex- or porcupine
grass, a hard, coarse and excessively spiny
plant, which renders traveling difficult,
wounds the feet of horses and is utterly un-
f eatable by any animal, Australia possesses
 great numbers of turf-forming grasses, such
as the kangaroo-grass, which survives even
a tolerably protracted drought. The native
fruit trees are few and unimportant, and the
same may be said of the plants yielding roots
used as food. The vine, the olive and the
mulberry thrive well, and quantities of wine
are now produced. The cereals of Europe
and maize are extensively cultivated, and
large tracts of country, particularly Queens-
land, are under sugar-cane.
The climate and soil of Australia are
adapted to the production of nearly all grains
and fruits grown in the warm temperate and
semitropieal regions, but because of lack of
rainfall only a small portion of the country
is under cultivation. This is almost wholly
confined to the eastern section on both sides
of the mountains. The condition of the in-
terior very closely resembles that of certain
portions of the great plains and plateaus in
the United States, and it is found that this
yields to irrigation in a similar manner; con-
sequently, in the western portions of Queens-
land and New South Wales and in some parts
of South Australia, irrigation by means of
artesian wells and streams is practiced with
great profit.
The entire region/ wherever there is suffi-
cient rainfall for grass, is especially adapted
to grazing and is one of the most suitable
regions in the world for raising1 sheep; con-
sequently, the number of these animals found
in Australia exceeds that in any other coun-
try, and Australia is the largest wool-pro-
ducing country in the world. Cattle are also
raised in large numbers in Queensland and
some of the other states. By means of refrig-
eration, mutton and beef can be exported to
excellent advantage; consequently, stock-
growing is a profitable occupation.
The leading crops, in descending order of
acreage, are wheat, hay, oats, green forage,
niaize (corn), orchard fruit, barley, sugar-
cane, potatoes, and grapes; among minor
crops rice, flax, tobacco, cotton and hemp
have been successfully cultivated.
The dairying industry is of great im-
portance. The annual export of butter,
cheese and other dairy products amounts to
about $50,000,000. The bulk of these prod-
ucts is exported to the United Kingdom.
Manufactures, The manufactures are
limited and are confined almost entirely to
those industries which are connected with the
preparation of raw material obtained from

